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The Texas Financial Education Endowment (TFEE) was enacted by 
the 82nd Legislature to support statewide financial capability and 
consumer credit building activities and programs.  
 

 
Financial Capability is a set of consumer behaviors that lead to 
long-lasting, tangible improvements in financial health.  
 
 

TFEE Mission:  
Support statewide financial capability and consumer credit building 
activities.  
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The TFEE Grant Program welcomes funding requests from 
organizations that strive to promote TFEE’s mission throughout 
the state of Texas.  
 
Governmental agencies, schools,  some for-profit, and non-profit 
organizations are eligible to apply for grant funding.  
 
Ineligible Organizations: 
Financial service providers, individuals, or entities registered with, 
licensed by, or regulated by the Finance Commission or its agencies 
(Department of Banking, Department of Savings and Mortgage 
Lending, and the Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner) ARE NOT 
eligible for grant funding. 
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• Teachers 
• Adults  
• Students 
• Parents 
• Youth groups 
• Military personnel and 

their families 

• Consumer loan 
borrowers 

• Low to moderate income 
• Under-and unemployed 
• Under-and unbanked 
• Asset poor 
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Qualifying applicants MUST meet all of the following program 
objectives: 

 
• Offer minimal or no cost financial education services or programs 
• Strong interest in the needs of the financial education community  
• Track, monitor and evaluate program success 
• Ability to implement grant funded activities upon notification 
• Demonstrate evidence of how program coincides with TFEE 

objectives 
• Demonstrate financial sustainability  
• Clearly define achievable program objectives 
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TFEE grant funds are awarded to organizations that implement the following priorities into 
their program(s): 
 
  K-12 and Youth-Based Financial Education and Capability 
 
Kindergarten through 12th grade financial education programs that implement Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) requirements, including train-the-trainer programs 
 

Incentive programs for youth or college savings 
 
• Information and incentives provided to match savings for low- and moderate-income 

families to save for their children's education 
 

• Children or youth college or general savings program 
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Administrators of adult programs must collect and report pre- and post-survey results. 
 

Adult Financial Education and Capability 
Programs should emphasize any of the following: 
 
• Increased credit scores and personal savings, and reduced debt of low-income, payday, and auto title customers 
• Savings programs and incentives 
• Innovative strategies for long-cycle financial empowerment, including parenting for financial capability 
• Encouragement of liquid asset building 
 
 
 
 

Financial Coaching 
Program emphasizes changes in financial behaviors over time, based on an ongoing relationship between the coach and 
client. Key elements include: 
 
• a focus on long-cycle outcomes 
• an ongoing, systematic, client-driven, collaborative process for assisting clients to change behaviors 
• support to practice new behaviors and financial well-being 
• building skills and teaching content based on the client's unique needs and goals 
• empowerment of clients so that they can become financially independent and secure 

TFEE Program Information & Applicant Instructions  

7 



Application form(s) must be completed in full and must not exceed 10 pages in length 
(including any additional pages the applicant provides as responses to questions within the 
application).  
 

Applicant's Program Criteria MUST demonstrate: 
 
• alignment with TFEE goals or strategies 
• appropriate evaluative tools and metrics 
• predicted impact of the program 
• evidence that programming can begin upon receipt of funds 
• longitudinal evidence of performance and outcomes, (priority may be given to 

organizations that raise additional funds of at least 25% of total grant requested to support 
the program). 

 
Upon completion of the competitive application and review process, successful grant           

applicants will be notified, in writing, no later than December.  
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TFEE Application Packet 
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Finance 
Commission 

Audit 
Committee 

Grant Advisory 
Committee 

Grant 
Coordinator 
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• Grantees must submit timely reports. 
 
• Grantees will provide  detailed and measurable outcomes. 

 
• Grantee must also submit a longitudinal report.  

 
• For adult financial education programs, reimbursement reports will be considered incomplete 

if they do not include participant sign-in sheets and aggregate pre-and-post survey data.  
 

• Grantee is obligated to continue to track and report grant related activities for the duration of 
the term outlined in the agreement.   
 

• Grantee requests reimbursements by submitting a Grant Reimbursement Report for approved 
budget work performed on the project.  

 
If Grantee fails to comply with any of the reporting requirements, then Grantor may do one or 
more of the following:  
 

1. withhold the Grant funds 
2. require that Grantee refund Grant funds received  
3. submit an amended report 
4. determine that Grantee is ineligible for future TFEE funds 
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• Grantee may use the Grant funds only for allowable 

expenditures as identified in Grantee’s application and 
authorized pursuant to the Uniform Grant Management 
Standards and Texas’ Comptroller of Public Accounts. 

 
• Grantee must produce proof of payment (stamped paid 

invoices or receipts) of all expenditures to be reimbursed.  
 

• All costs must be directly attributable to the project that is 
the subject of the Agreement.  
 

• Reimbursement allocations are to be funded semi-annually, 
based on performance and reporting compliance.   
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• Grant cycles are determined by fiscal years (Sept – Aug) as opposed to calendar 
years. 

  
• Applicants may choose to apply for 1 or 2 year grant cycle(s).   
 
• A total of $250,000 will be awarded this funding period with amounts ranging 

between $5,000 and $40,000.   
 
• An organization may only seek ONE grant during a given grant cycle. 
 
• Grant funds are distributed on a cost reimbursement basis.   
 
• Grantees must maintain satisfactory compliance with the grant agreement 

and report performance measures in order to continue receiving grant funds.  
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 33 grant applications received (6 were considered ineligible, 27 were reviewed) 
 Request for over $1.1 million in funds; an aggregate $250,000 was awarded to 

the following organizations:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

K-12 FINANCIAL EDUCATION & 
CAPABILITY 

FINANCIAL COACHING ADULT FINANCIAL EDUCATION   

& CAPABILITY 

Financial Mentors of America,  

Houston  

Game of Real Life 

Foundation Communities, Austin 

 Financial Coaching Program 

Goodwill Industries of Central East Texas, 
Inc.; Lufkin  

Workforce Development "Good Sense" 
Services 

Independent Bankers Assn of TX 
Education Foundation, 

Statewide 

 IBAT Teach the Teacher Program 

United Way of Tarrant County, Ft. 
Worth 

Financial Education and Coaching 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul – Diocesan 
Council of Austin 

Loan Conversion Program 

Texas Council on Economic 
Education, Houston 

 Smarter Texas 

Texas State Affordable Housing 
Corporation, Statewide 

Texas Statewide Homebuyer Education 
Program 
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Dana Edgerton  
TFEE Grant Coordinator 
www.tfee.texas.gov 
grantcoordinator@tfee.t
exas.gov 
512.936.7639 

You may contact me, the Grant 
Coordinator for: 
 
Confirmation that application was 

received  
General Inquires  
 Technical Assistance 
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